
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Managing Global Governance 
A programme for strategic cooperation with rising powers to 
implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
 
Challenges and framework 

Global society has to deal with increasingly difficult 
challenges. How can human security and human rights, 
the stability of natural resources and sustainable 
prosperity be realised worldwide? Existing international 
cooperation is insufficient for providing global sustain-
able development. The reasons for this are diverse: 
transnational interdependencies are becoming more 
complex, and solutions even more complicated. An 
increasing number of new actors from civil society, 
economy and science want to be involved. Finally, the 
world order established after 1945 is changing – the 
global centres of power have shifted to the South and 
to the East. Developing countries and rising powers are 
demanding a voice in international decision-making.  

Despite these difficult parameters, the world is at a 
turning point. In September 2015, all member states 
of the United Nations adopted the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, a global social contract with 
far-reaching impact. A few months later, in December 
2015, the Paris Declaration led to a breakthrough in 
international climate protection.  

The implementation of these ambitious endeavours for 
a sustainable, inclusive world order is impossible 
without the contributions of rising powers and devel-
oping countries. The Managing Global Governance 
(MGG) programme, which is financed by the Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ) and implemented by the German Development 
Institute / Deutsches Institut für Entwicklungspolitik 
(DIE) aims at dealing with this challenge. The MGG 
programme supports the BMZ in building strategic 
partnerships with important rising powers such as 
Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Mexico and South Africa. 
The overall objective of the programme is the genera-
tion and implementation of joint contributions to 
address global challenges. The aim is for decision-
makers in governments and international organisations 
to apply the knowledge acquired by the MGG network 
to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development. Moreover, MGG partners 
should be equipped for greater levels of participation in 
international political processes and for achieving 
impacts jointly. 

Our approach 

To achieve the objectives of the MGG programme, DIE 
implements a coherent mix of interconnected, mutually 
reinforcing activities in the fields of qualification, dia-
logue, knowledge production and policy advice. The 
programme content and types of cooperation within all 
programme elements are designed in line with the 
principle of joint responsibility to effectively address 
global challenges. Thus, MGG strengthens the institu-
tional competencies of its partner organisations and 
generates practice-oriented knowledge for the imple-
mentation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Qualification of young professionals  

The MGG Academy is a central pillar of the programme. 
The annual dialogue and advanced training course 
addresses young professionals from partner countries, 
Germany and Europe. Most components of the four-
month programme, which has about 20 participants, 
are implemented at DIE in Bonn. The German Foreign 
Office – in cooperation with the German Council on 
Foreign Relations – is responsible for the two-week 
seminar “International Futures” in Berlin. The 
Academy’s curriculum covers a broad range of global 
challenges and develops practice-oriented approaches 
to global problem-solving. It focuses on topics such as 
shared values for global governance, overcoming 
poverty and inequality, climate protection and sustain-
able pathways to transformation, as well as designing 
an inclusive order for the world economy. 

Dialogue and mutual learning  

Following the completion of 13 academies, the present 
MGG alumni network consists of 265 alumni, many of 
whom have been promoted to positions of responsi-
bility. Diverse activities promote continuing coopera-
tion, for example joint research, and the inclusion of 
alumni in expert dialogues and policy consultations. In 
2016, the national alumni meetings were aligned to the 
partner countries’ implementation of the 2030 Agenda, 
for example social development in Mexico, environ-
mental sustainability in Brazil and social participation 
in Indonesia. 

 

Practice-oriented knowledge production  

The MGG programme serves as an excellent platform for 
expert dialogues and practice-oriented knowledge 
production on key issues of international politics, for 
example the 2030 Agenda, the G20’s responsibility in 
the field of global development, sustainability standards 
as well as South-South and triangular cooperation. The 
connecting link of these activities is a consistent orienta-
tion towards consultancy requirements of decision-
makers in politics and administration. 

Policy advice and global agenda-setting 

All policy-advice activities of the MGG network are 
based on internal consultations and policy dialogues on 
strategic development politics. One of the main focuses 
of the current programme is the G20 process. This is of 
particular interest because Germany will assume the G20 
presidency from China in 2017. In 2018 another MGG 
partner country, most probably India, might follow. 
Within the framework of the T20 processes (Think 20), 
the MGG network ensures a broad level of participation 
by development partners and provides jointly-generated 
knowledge to the BMZ, other German ministries as well 
as partner governments and international organisations. 

Another key issue of MGG policy advice is the topic of 
social and environmental standards in global value- 
chains. Development partners, who criticised these 
voluntary norms in the past, are now more willing to 
pro-actively co-shape and implement them. In the 
context of the practice-oriented MGG knowledge co-
operation, a productive dialogue between decision-
makers from Germany and partner countries has started. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Short overview of MGG  

Period 2016–2018 

Donor BMZ 

Implementation DIE 

Partner countries Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Mexico, South Africa 

Partner organisations 
Governmental organisations, think tanks, civil society organisations, economy and 
science 

Target group  Young professionals and decision-makers in Germany, Europe and partner countries 

Objectives 

Long-term: Joint global agenda-setting by global development partners and Germany 
towards global sustainable development. 

Objective 1) Decision-makers in governments and international organisations apply 
the knowledge acquired by the MGG network to the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Objective 2) Members of the MGG network from global development partners and 
German actors jointly contribute to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

Objective 3) The institutions of the MGG network are shaping international politics 
more efficiently as part of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

Activities 

• Qualification of young professionals 
• Dialogue and mutual learning 
• Practice-oriented knowledge production 
• Policy advice for shaping global development processes 

Characteristics 

• Addressing important global challenges flexibly 
• Cooperative design of individual programme components  
• Linked to the bilateral German development cooperation portfolio 
• Establishing long-term, trust-based cooperation  

German Development Institute / Deutsches Institut für 
Entwicklungspolitik (DIE) 
Tulpenfeld 6 
D-53113 Bonn 
T: +49 (0)228-94927-201 
E: Thomas.Fues@die-gdi.de 
www.die-gdi.de 

On behalf of 
German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 
Division 100 – Bilateral Cooperation Issues,  
Coherence of ODA,  
Emerging Economies 
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