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Priorities for Stability & Development 
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Post-Gaddafi Social Contract 



A new social contract for stability and  

development in Libya? 

 Libya’s post-Gaddafi transition: is there a social contract? 

Maybe, but not at the level of state-society relations 

 Very difficult to put the country back together after 

Gaddafi  

 4 priorities for development in Libya: the peace process, 

public sector governance, economic development and 

migration 

All are key aspects of Libya’s social contract (if Libya is to 

have a social contract) 

All require solid international support  



 State fragility: three dimensions: Authority, Capacity, Legitimacy 

 Formal and informal agreement(s) between politically relevant 

groups over who gets what and why 

 Policy Framework: SDG 16; OECD New Deal for FCA countries 

 

Conceptual perspectives on the social contract 

in fragile/conflict affected countries 



Libya’s fragile post-Gaddafi transition  

 Fragmented: 3 

‘governments’ all internally 

divided, armed militias... 

 East-West-South split: 

Cyrenaica, Tripolitana and 

Fezzan, but much more 

complex than that! 

 UN process, GNA in danger 

 Libya’s domestic political 

actors struggle to put broad 

national interest first 

 International support 

focussed on ISIL, migration 

 



Peace, reconciliation and justice 

 

 

 Peace elusive: complex 

conflict system 

Needs to be inclusive: 

tribal groups, women, 

civil society 

Urgent need for 

international support to 

security sector reform 

 Key issue: property rights, 

following Gaddafi era 

dispossessions 



Governance and public administration 

 Public administration 

mostly has to be built 

from scratch 

 The GNA needs to 

demonstrate its capacity 

and value to citizens 

 Corruption is a problem 

 Civil society needs 

support, but which civil 

society? 



Economic diversification 

Oil and gas revenue has 

fallen 

 Food prices have driven 

inflation 

 The GNA’s fiscal position 

is perilous 

 Libya needs to diversify 

away from hydrocarbons 

 The private sector needs 

support, access to finance 



Migration 

 Libya is traditionally a 

destination country 

 People smuggling is 

disruptive to Libya‘s 

peace process 

 Two priorities: manage 

migration through Libya, 

and solve Libya‘s 

employment problem 

 Europe: manage 

migration flows, but 

respect own values 



Outlook for international support for  

stabilisation and development in Libya 

 Crisis management 

measures first 

 The GNA needs quick wins 

Medium term: lots of 

technical assistance 

 Longer term: Libya can take 

care of its own 

development, if this is what 

power-brokers want 

 Trade-offs: European 

security, Libyan unity 

 



 

 

 

 

Thanks for your attention! 
 


