
www.die-gdi.de  |  www.facebook.com/DIE.Bonn  |  https://plus.google.com/ 

 

Khalid Malik 

Khalid Malik is the Director of the UNDP Human Development Report Office 
since June 2011. He has held a variety of senior management and substantive 
positions in the United Nations. He served as UN Resident Coordinator in China 
(2003–2010), Director, UNDP Evaluation Office (1997-2003) and Chair, UN 
Evaluation Group, and other senior level advisor positions. Earlier he was UN 
Representative in Uzbekistan. He has been active on UN reform and has worked 
closely with development partners and UN intergovernmental bodies. In 2009, 
Mr. Malik was one of ten “champions” - and the only foreigner - to be honored 
for their contributions to the protection of the environment in China. Mr. Malik has written widely 
on a range of topics. His latest book "Why China Has Grown So Fast for So Long" was published in 
2012 by Oxford University Press.  Earlier, he co-edited “Capacity for Development: New Solutions to 
Old Problems” (2002), and Lessons Learned in Crisis and Post Conflict Situations (2002). 

 

Dr. Gabriele Köhler 

Currently, Gabriele Köhler is an independent development economist, advisor and 
publicist based in Munich and visiting fellow at the “United Nations Research 
Institute for Social Development” (UNRISD) and the “Institute of Development 
Studies” (IDS) in Sussex. She advised the United Nations and European Union and 
gives lectures in numerous universities (Munich, Seoul ect.). Her expertise´s 
include development policy and agendas (notably the MDGs), economic and social 
policies around employment, decent work and social protection. She can look back 
at a long UN-career, working for various UN institutions around the world. As the 
United Nations Resident Coordinator, UNDP Resident-Representative and UNFPA 
Representative in Latvia (2002-2004), she directed interagency programmes on social inclusion, 
good governance, public policy, environmental management and youth and health. Her latest 
publications include “Development and Welfare Policy” (with Deepta Chopra), “Post-2015: We do not 
want to be mainstreamed into a polluted stream…” and “Beyond 2015 or back to the 1980s?” 

 

Dr. Heike Kuhn 

Heike Kuhn is Head of Division for “Millennium Development Goals, poverty 
reduction, social protection, sectoral and thematic policies” at the Federal Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) in Bonn (Germany).  She has 
a background of more than 20 years in European and multilateral development 
cooperation. Ms Kuhn has long-standing experience in leading and managing 
multilateral negotiations at European and UN-level, lately as Alternate 
Representative at the Permanent Representation of the Federal Republic of 
Germany to FAO, WFP and as Executive Board Director to IFAD. Her recent 
responsibilities included financial oversight of 3.2 billion EUR p.a. and of 700 employees (about 700 
persons in HQ and abroad). Ms Kuhn holds a Ph.D. in Administrative Sciences from the University of 
Speyer (Germany) on “The social dimension of the European Community” and she is a fully qualified 
lawyer, having studied in Freiburg/Germany, Moscow/USSR, Los Angeles/USA and Genoa/Italy. She 
is fluent in six languages. 
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Dr.  Markus Loewe 

Markus Loewe is senior researcher in the “Sustainable Economic and Social 
Development” department and team leader of the research project “Political 
economy of pro-poor growth” at the German Development Institute. His areas of 
work include the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the Post 2015 
Agenda, Development and promotion of small and medium enterprises, 
Demographic change and social protection, on which he hold a PhD from the 
Ruprecht-Karls-University of Heidelberg. He is member of various Advisory Boards 
and the working group of “Social Protection” of the European Association of 
Development Research and Training Institutes. His latest publications include “Social health 

protection in the Arab world”, “More is not always better: reflections on the Post 2015 Agenda” and 
“Post 2015: how to reconcile the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs)?” 

 

Dr. Nicole Rippin 

Nicole Rippin is researcher in the “Sustainable Economic and Social Development” 
department at the German Development Institute (GDI). Her areas of work include 
the “Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and Post-2015-Agenda”, “human 
development” and “inclusive growth”. Before joining the GDI, she worked at the 
“Federal Ministry for Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection” and the “German 
Investment and Development Company”. She worked as researcher for the 
Secretariat of the High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 
Development Agenda (UNDP) and was responsible for the areas of Human 
Development, Inequality and Gender. Earlier, she was guest researcher on the 
multidimensional measurement of poverty at the Oxford Poverty & Human Development Initiative 
(OPHI). In 2012 she was a scientific adviser on multidimensional measurement of poverty at the 
Human Development Report Office (HDRO) in New York. Her latest publications include 
“Considerations of efficiency and distributive justice in multidimensional poverty measurement”, 
“Post 2015: special event on Post-2015 – stuck in the process?” and “Poverty in the post-2015 
agenda and framework.“  

 

Dr. Beate Wagner 

Beate Wagner is the Secretary General of the United Nations Association Germany 
since 2002. She is a graduate in political science from Marburg University. Her 
doctorate thesis in international politics was accepted at Free University Berlin at 
the Center for Transatlantic Foreign and Security Policy in 1994. Between 1992 
and 1995 she was the assistant to the Permanent Undersecretary for Federal and 
European affairs with the Berlin State Government. From 1995 until 2002 
Wagner was Director of Programme at the bi-national RIAS BERLIN 
COMMISSION. Since October 2002 she represents the United Nations Association 
of Germany nationally and internationally. She is Member in the Coordinating Committee of Forum 
Menschenrechte, the national umbrella organization of German human rights NGOs. From 2006 
until 2012 she was also Vice President of the World Federation of United Nations Associations. She 
publishes occasionally essays on United Nations topics, most recently: “Responsibility to Protect: 
Kernprobleme und Konsequenzen”, S+F, Security and Peace, Vol. 1/2014. 


